
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 22 September 2009] 

 p7379b-7379b 
Mr Christian Porter 

 [1] 

MR RICHARD PRICE — COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD 

Statement by Attorney General 
MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman — Attorney General) [2.02 pm]: I rise to advise the house that last Tuesday I 
had the privilege of presenting the Attorney General’s Community Service Award as part of Law Week. The 
community service award recognises and encourages the importance of pro bono service among the legal 
profession. This year the award went to Mr Richard Price, from Francis Burt Chambers. As a diligent supporter 
of youth through his contribution of more than a decade of pro bono work helping young people, Mr Price was 
indeed a worthy recipient of the award.  

Other nominees short-listed for this award were Frances Veldman, barrister, nominated by Jeffery Claughton of 
the Fresh Start Recovery Programme; and Neville W. Marsh, principal of Julienne Penny & Associates, 
nominated by Lisa Yu of Julienne Penny & Associates.  

Mr Price was nominated by Youth Legal Service as one of the agencies that he provides pro bono work for. In 
nominating him, YLS described Mr Price as a committed supporter who went beyond the call of service. 
Mr Price joined the YLS board and worked there as a lawyer in 1998, providing legal advice to young people 
and representing them in proceedings before the Children’s Court of Western Australia. After a short period 
interstate, Mr Price returned in 2003 and since then has volunteered his expertise on the board, as legal adviser 
and as deputy chairman to YLS.  

In their supporting documentation for their nominee, Youth Legal Service manager Cheryl Cassidy-Vernon 
wrote that the organisation was fortunate to have the support of someone of the calibre of Mr Price. What is 
always commendable, and what has been with case with Mr Price, is that while offering his services pro bono, 
Mr Price has never neglected to ask difficult questions in the interests of ensuring sound governance and 
appropriate process. Finding someone who provides this level of detail to an organisation such as YLS is a 
definite and rare bonus for any community sector operation, and for this his efforts have been justly recognised 
by receiving the community service award. 

The award also offers the opportunity to remind both the legal profession and the wider society of the many 
benefits that pro bono services provided by those in the profession can produce both in the state in general as 
well as among individual legal practitioners themselves. Indeed, the latest figures by the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics show that the legal community donated an estimated $238.2 million to pro bono work to those in need. 
This equates to 955 400 hours of volunteered time. 

Community service is a dimension of the legal practice often forgotten among the non-professional community, 
but likewise the demands of modern practice make pro bono service more difficult. Mr Price’s example is one 
that I think all practitioners can take some inspiration from, and I again congratulate him on winning this year’s 
Attorney General’s Community Service Award.  
 


